
From: Carr, Brian
To: McIntyre, Mark
Subject: Brownfields
Date: Wednesday, November 18, 2015 2:10:00 PM
Attachments: 234 Butler slides 2015.11.10.pdf

Mark,
Apologies for slipping out before the end of your panel. I had to get home to pick up my daughter
 and things were running a bit over.
Was very impressed by OER’s stats on return on investment. Brownfields in NYC makes great sense,
 and I think the same holds true for the canal cleanup. This is why I’ve tried to engage with things like
 the BOA.
EPA and DEP still don’t seem to agree on what and how much the City’s costs are going to be, but
 even if EPA’s estimates are low, the tax stream returns are tremendous and way more than the
 city’s cleanup share.
Just as an FYI, a developer named Alloy met last week with Parks and DEP to pitch donating park
 space to the City if the City puts the Gowanus CSO tank at Thomas Greene Park instead of taking
 their property through eminent domain. Taking the property, plus taking it off the tax rolls, will over
 time likely cost the city several hundred million dollars. DEP disagrees that lost tax revenue is
 relevant. Meanwhile, boutique hotels and high end development is in the works all around the head
 of the canal.
The conceptual problem remains looking at this like an unfunded mandate rather than infrastructure
 investment fueling development. I’m not sure how one proves the economics of this, but I’m always
 looking for stats and information to make the case.
Nice to see folks get recognition for something as long ago as BCF.
Regards,
Brian E. Carr
Assistant Regional Counsel
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 2
Office of Regional Counsel
290 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, NY 10007
212-637-3170 phone
212-637-3104 fax
carr.brian@epa.gov
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CSO Tank Siting – Context Map
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EPA preferred tank siting
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DEP alternate tank siting at 234 Butler + 242 Nevins
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Alternate Solution – siting in park, with donation of 
park space to address head house in park
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Benefits of Alternate Solution


1. No condemnation
• Saves $65M
• Saves 3 to 5 years in project schedule
• Preserves economic benefit of development on sites + creates local jobs


2. New public space
• New park space connects Thomas Greene with future promenade
• Offsets park alienation + preserves open space during coal tar 


remediation
3. Better CSO design


• Less contamination risk
• Easier to construct
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Alloy Development


• Boutique real estate design/development firm based in DUMBO
• Founded by licensed architects; all design work done in house
• Highly selective in projects we pursue, prioritizing sites with character, 


complexity, and geographic proximity 
• Strong history of community engagement and public/private partnerships


1 John St, Brooklyn Bridge Park 185 Plymouth, DUMBO 
warehouse conversion


Glenmore Gardens, East New York
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Public/Private Partnerships – John Street Pasture


Alloy funded and built a temporary park/art installation in DUMBO.  The pasture 
was planted with crimson clover and bloomed into a lush filed of red and green 
through the spring of 2013.  Nutrient rich soil donated to Brooklyn Bridge Park.
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Public/Private Partnerships – Public Pool at Pier 6


Alloy proposal to Pier 6 RFP included public pool in building’s ground floor.  
Pool was to be open year round and operated with no public subsidy.
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Public/Private Partnerships – Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum at 1 John Street


Alloy was winning respondent to Brooklyn Bridge Park’s John Street RFP in 
2013. In keeping with its commitment to public space, Alloy donated ground 
floor space to serve as Brooklyn Children’s Museum first annex location.
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